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Jadav to command the Maratha forces in the Deccan.
Santaji Ghorpade first surprised the Moglml garrison at
Wai. He soon followed up this success by the recapture
of Miraj fort. At the same time Eajaram distributed among
his nobles large grants of land formerly occupied by
Shivaji but now in the possession of the emperor. These
grants encouraged the Maratha leaders to equip troops at
their own expense and with them to establish strong places
in the midst of the Moghul possessions. Bands of MaraLhas
appeared in Khandesh, Soutli Guzerat,the Central Provinces
and the country now known as the Nizam's Dominions, to
enforce grants bestowed at Jinji. Patankar established him-
self in the valley of Patan and levied Chauth and Sardesh-
Hinkhif all round Wai and Karhad. Pawar ravaged the
Central Provinces so successfully that Rajaram conferred
on him the title of Vishwasrao or the man of trust. Atolt*
plundered the valley of the Godavari. At, the same time
Ramchandra Bavdekar raised large levies from the Dhawgars
or shepherds of the western hills, with which ho retook a
number of Deccan walled villages. At last the omperor
saw that so long as any member of Shivaji's house remained
at large, his plans of conquest would never be realised.
He, therefore, sent a considerable army under Zulfikar
Khan to besiege Jinji. The Marathas, aware of his coming,
tried to bar his passage. But Zulfikar Khan wan a skilful
commander. Defeating the Marathas he continued Ms
inarch towards Jinji. On the way he took several fortified
places and at last sat down before the Maratha capital (1691).
Zulfikar Khan's forces were not large enough to invest
Jinji and it was too strong to be battered down by the
Moghul artillery. Indeed from the first ho must have
perceived that the capture of that fortress was beyond his
resources, for he soon entered into a compact with the
garrison that there should be no real hostilities between
them. His object seems to have been the foundation of an
independent kingdom on the death of tlie aged emperor.
The regent readily accepted and observed the compact,